Montreal, June 3, 2010

The Right Honourable Stephen Harper
 HarpeS@parl.gc.ca

Mr. Prime Minister of Canada

We bring the following to your attention:

1 – We protest the attack on May 31 by Israel against the flotilla of unarmed humanitarians who were sailing in international waters, carrying food, medical and school supplies and building materials.
 
2 - Gaza civilians, cut off from the world by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF), are reported to be dying from lack of medical resources and food, and as a consequence of the destruction of water mains and sewers in the invasion of Gaza by the IDF in January 2009. Artists for Peace have given their full support to the Goldstone Report. That report condemned both Palestinian indiscriminate rocket attacks against Israeli civilians and alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity by Israel. In May 2009 the sculptor and Vice-Chairman of Artists for Peace, Daniel-Jean Primeau, attempted to see the extent of damage with his own eyes and to provide assistance to school children in Gaza. He was denied this opportunity by the IDF. In addition to his testimony, other visitors to Israel and Palestine have informed us of the prevailing climate of repression: for example, the writer Margaret Atwood (see her article "The Shadow" published recently in Ha'aretz) and filmmaker Martin Duckworth, Artist for Peace of the Year 2002, who just returned from Israel on June 3.

3 - Documents signed by Shimon Peres in 1975 have recently been unearthed that show that Israel offered nuclear bombs to the apartheid regime in South Africa, which was ready to use them against their neighbours. The London Sunday Times revealed on May 30 that three Israeli submarines equipped with nuclear armed missiles, and identified by the names Dolphin, Tekuma and Leviathan, were patrolling off the coast of Iran. Each of the colonels at the head of their team of thirty men could launch these missiles. We have just seen that the Israeli navy shows a disregard for the lives of humanitarians motivated by a legitimate compassionate mission, not by hostility to Israel. Has your government considered the risk of an unprecedented historical catastrophe, when a short-fused Israeli navy armed with nuclear bombs is confronting a country governed by Ahmadinejab, someone who has already proclaimed his desire to eradicate Israel?


International solution in view

We fully support the unanimous call by 189 nations that signed the final resolution adopted on May 28 at the conclusion of the review conference of the United Nations Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in New York. Canada welcomed this success, but without saying a word about a key resolution element pertaining to convening a conference in 2012 towards a Middle East free of nuclear weapons (see press release of Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Foreign Affairs). It is essential that Canada plays a positive role in promoting this particular conference. We must find a way to ensure Israel's security without leaving nuclear weapons in the hands of a military that could lead humanity into disaster.

We therefore urge your government to
1 - Request that the UN convene an impartial investigation into the recent tragic events that killed nine members of a humanitarian flotilla 
2 - Demand that Israel lift the blockade of the Gaza Strip
3 - Work with the UN for a successful 2012 conference, in order to secure a Middle East free of nuclear weapons
 
Signatories:

Margaret Atwood, writer and Vice-Chair of PEN International
Pierre Jasmin, pianist and president of Artists for Peace
Robin Collins, writer
Martin Duckworth, film-maker and Artist for Peace 2002

Andrée Ferretti, writer
Graeme Gibson, writer
Georges Leroux, philosopher and Vice-Chair of l'Académie des Lettres du Québec

Pascale Montpetit, actress
Alice Munro, writer
Daniel-Jean Primeau, sculptor and Vice-Chair of Artists for Peace

Yvon Rivard, writer 

Louise Warren, poet
Claudio Zanchettin, philosopher

