 GOOD NEWS SERVICE #18: summer of 2010

"Summer Time, and the Livin' is Easy" - unless you happen to be living in Bangkok, Bukavu, Darfur, Gaza, Kabul, Kyrghistan, Lahore, Port-au-Prince, Rangoon or the Louisiana Delta.  
But that's not the whole story. A great many positive initiatives, for stopping or reducing the indiscriminate destruction of life and the environment, are taking place on our increasingly-crowded planet, which should be applauded in this summer of 2010.  Here are a few of them.
 
1. NON PROLIFERATION TREATY REVIEW CONFERENCE BREAKS NEW GROUND
 
May 29/10.Waterloo. Email from Ernie Regehr:  "...The NPT Review Conference (May 3-28/10) importantly re-endorses all the promises of 1995 and 2000... the eight years of US denying it was bound by those promises are now gone. The World Court judgement (on the illegality of nuclear weapons) was affirmed and the nuclear weapons convention acknowledged in two places (in the Final Document).
 
"The big breakthrough, worth the price of admission on its own, is the Middle East action plan. Israel is named, a special coordinator is established, and a conference involving all states in the region, is set for 2012. The US and Egypt were its main drivers.
 
"Many other things are there as well, with lots of watered-down language, but Nirvana wasn't built in one day!" <eregehr@ploughshares.ca>
 
2. CANADIAN SENATE GIVES UNANIMOUS APPROVAL FOR A NUCLEAR WEAPONS CONVENTION

July/10, PNND Update 29, via Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non Proliferation and Nuclear Disarmament (PNND): On June 2, 2010, the Senate of Canada unanimously adopted a motion submitted by Conservative Party members Senator Hugh Segal and (seconded by) Senator Nancy Ruth, which, inter alia, endorsed the UN Secretary-General’s five-point plan for nuclear disarmament, and encouraged the government of Canada to engage in negotiations for a Nuclear Weapons Convention. While Senate resolutions are usually just declaratory, in this case the Senate decided to send the Motion to the House of Commons with the aim to achieve a common resolution following the summer recess. 

The overwhelming support by the Senate for a NWC follows the release in March of a letter supporting the Nuclear Weapons Convention from over 500 recipients of the Order of Canada.  PNND Special Representative Romeo Dallaire, speaking in the debate on the draft resolution, indicated a number of key areas in which Canada could contribute to nuclear disarmament – including verification for a NWC and the establishment of an Arctic Nuclear Weapon Free Zone as a step towards nuclear abolition.


 3. WHALES RECEIVE NEW LEASE ON LIFE FROM INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION

July2/10, AVAAZ Network via Rick Patel:  “We did it! The proposal to legalize whale killing went down in flames – and our campaign helped to tip the balance. In a few short weeks we built the biggest whale-saving petition in history, signed by 1.2 million world-wide, and delivered it directly to key delegates at the International Whaling Commission meeting. In the end, the 24 year old ban on whaling was upheld. After the meeting one European negotiator told us: ’We’ve managed to keep the ban in place…I was very impressed by how fast the numbers are rising (on the petition-counter) and seeing people signing from across the world’.

“This is an important victory for whales – and for global people power. Together we demonstrated that international decisions can be shifted by a little bit of well-placed effort from a lot of people everywhere…But winning this battle won’t guarantee the whales’ safety yet. Japan’s ‘scientific’ whaling fleet is already (taking advantage of) IWC loopholes to kill hundreds of whales. To win for good we will need to campaign and reform the IWC…”  For further information: <avaaz@avaaz.org>

4. WAR RESISTERS FREE TO STAY IN CANADA
 
July 6/10. Toronto, via Colin Stuart: This afternoon the Federal Court of Appeals issued its unanimous judgement that an immigration officer’s decision rejecting Jeremy Hinzman’s application for permanent residence in Canada was “significantly flawed and unreasonable”… Jeremy Hinzman was the first US Iraq War resister to seek refuge in Canada. He, along with his wife Nga Nguyen and their son arrived in Canada on January 3/04. Their daughter Meghan was born in Toronto on July 21/08.

“This decision is important for all Iraq War resisters in Canada” said Michelle Robidoux, spokesperson for  was implicated in the War Resisters Support Campaign. “The Federal Court of Appeal has clearly said that immigration officers can no longer ignore the sincerely held beliefs of these soldiers. Canadians understand and support the decision these soldiers made in rejecting the Iraq War…”

 
5. CLUSTER BOMBS AND LANDMINES ON THE WAY OUT...

July 8/10 via Nancy Ingram: 106 countries have signed, and 37 ratified the Convention on Cluster Munitions. The Convention comprehensively bans the use, production, stockpiling and transfer of cluster munitions. It requires clearance of contaminated land within ten years, destruction of stockpiled cluster munitions within eight years, and includes groundbreaking provisions for victim assistance. Two thirds of the US Senate has written President Obama asking then US Administration to accede to the 1997 Ottawa Convention banning land mines, signed by 68 Senators, including 10 Republicans and two Independents. Central America has become the world’s first land-mine free region.

Two weeks earlier, the Pacific Island of Samoa became the 31st country to ratify the Convention on Cluster Munitions. 95 days before the treaty takes effect and becomes legally binding international law on 1st August. Five Pacific Island Forum members have signed the Convention (Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, Nauru and Palau, while two more have both signed and now ratified (Samoa and New Zealand).
“Now is the time for Canada to take the final step and ratify the clusters treaty. We have never used these horrible weapons and we should make sure no-one else ever does again”, said Paul Hannon, Mines Action Canada’s Executive Director.  


6. ORANGUTANS APPLAUDGREENPEACE VICTORY OVER NESTLE

May 17/10 from The Age (Australia), by Stuart Washington: Environment group Greenpeace has claimed social media led to its success in a campaign that linked global food giant Nestlé’s chocolate bar KitKat to deforestation in Indonesian rainforests and the destruction of orangutan habitats. Today, in Malaysia, Nestlé announced a partnership with not-for-profit organization The Forest Trust (TFT), promising to adhere to responsible sourcing guidelines for palm oil.

In a Greenpeace report titled Caught Red-handed, launched on March 17, Greenpeace exposed Nestlé’s use of Indonesian logging company Sinar Mas and subsidiaries including Asia Pulp and Paper to obtain palm oil. Palm oil is used as a ingredient in Nestlé chocolate products, including KitKat. Greenpeace said Sinar Mas was implicated in rain forest destruction and the destruction of orangutan habitats.


7. DISARMAMENT: FINALLY A HOUSEHOLD WORD?

The following ten items are among many which reflect a hopeful change from recent years: both governments and civil society are initiating actions in which nuclear disarmament concerns play a prominent part:

Norway: June 24/10 via Patti Willis: Norway’ Foreign Minister, Jonas Store, has called for an anti-nuclear strategy from NATO. “They should stress, in NATO's mission statement, the importance of eliminating nuclear weapons.”  Store made the remarks in reaction to NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen, who said: “For our deterrence to remain credible, I firmly believe it must continue to be based on both conventional and nuclear capabilities…”

Australia:  On June 24/10, PNND member Julia Gillard became the first female prime minister of Australia. Ms. Gillard has been active in PNND for a number of years, supporting initiatives such as the Parliamentary Statement on Nuclear Testing. 

Netherlands:  April 29/10, from Karol Koster: The Dutch parliament has passed a motion calling on the Netherlands government to inform the US that the sub-strategic nuclear weapons deployed in Europe are no longer required.

Japan: July 2/10, from Patti Willis: The Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs has established an “Advisory Panel of Experts on Nuclear Disarmament” comprising eminent people from outside the Government. Its members include Hiro Umebayashi, for many years a leader with the Pacific Campaign for Disarmament and Security and a strong advocate for a Northeast Asia Nuclear Weapon Free Zone.

Austria:  May 18/10. from Bev Delong: Dr. Michael Spindelegger, Minister for European and International Affairs, announced in New York on May 3rd the funding by Austria of the creation of a Competence Centre for Nuclear Disarmament and Non-Proliferation. The Centre will seek to strengthen the multilateral system and the vital contribution of civil society in disarmament matters. “Many projects, such as the Mine Ban Treaty or the Convention on Cluster Munitions would not have turned out so successfully had it not been for the work of dedicated NGOs.”

Switzerland: May 17/10 from Bev Delong: The Swiss government is funding studies on nuclear deterrence and the effects of de-legitimizing nuclear weapons. http://cns.miis.edu/opapers/pdfs/delegitimizing_nuclear_nuclear_weapons_may_2010.pdf
New Zealand: May 17/10 from Bev Delong: New Zealand is chairing a group of states (NZ, Switzerland, Nigeria, Malaysia and Chile) which are studying a report on de-alerting all nuclear weapons. The group planned a follow-up meeting in Geneva to consider their next steps.

Estonia:  July 11/10, from PNND Update: On June 15, former USSR Olympic champion in the hammer throw, Juri Tamm, announced the establishment of a cross-party group of Estonian parliamentarians to join the initiatives of other parliamentarians towards a nuclear weapons free world. The group was established following a visit to Estonia by PNND Global Coordinator Alyn Ware.

Indonesia: May 5/10, from CTBTO Newsroom: Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa has announced today that Indonesia has begun the process of ratifying the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. Numerous delegations to the NPT Review Conference, including President Obama, welcomed Jakarta’s decision.

South Korea: June 22/10, from PNND Update: Four prominent political and diplomatic veterans in Seoul have jointly expressed support for the international community to curb the use of nuclear weapons and achieve a nuclear weapon-free-world. The move follows a series of similar joint declarations made by political heavyweights in countries like the United States, UK, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Norway and France. In Korea, the four veterans were former prime minister Lee Hong-koo, former Foreign Minister Han Sung-joo, former National Assembly Speaker Park Kwan-yong and former Army chief of staff Paik Sun-yup.

8. NEW BOREAL FOREST PROTECTION AGREEMENT COVERS 72 MILLION HECTARES

May 18/10, from Greenpeace Canada:  Greenpeace today joined eight other environmental groups and forest companies in the Forest Products Association of Canada (FPAC) to announce the Canadian Boreal Forest Agreement, an historic pact that will lead to large-scale protection of wilderness areas in Canada’s Boreal Forest, protection of threatened woodland caribou and significantly higher environmental standards for forest management.

The Agreement covers 72 million hectares of Boreal Forest, a massive sweep of forest twice the size of Germany that stretches almost from coast to coast. Included in the Agreement is an immediate moratorium on logging in 28 million hectares, covering virtually all of the critical habitat of the threatened woodland caribou. “We have a lot of work to do together to make this Agreement successful”, said Richard Brooks, Greenpeace’s forest campaign coordinator.

9. HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST VINDICATED, AFTER SIXTY YEARS

 Halifax, by Sherri Borden Colley, via Margaret Sanders: “Visionary, entrepreneur, pioneer and Canadian hero”. Those words were used recently at Province House to describe the late Viola Desmond, as the Nova Scotia government officially apologized and pardoned her. More than 60 years ago, Desmond, a black Halifax beautician, was jailed and fined for sitting in the whites-only section of a New Glasgow movie theatre.

“On behalf of the Nova Scotia government, I sincerely apologize to Mrs. Viola Desmond’s family and to all African-Nova Scotians for the racial discrimination she was subjected to by the justice system in November 1946”, Premier Darrell Dexter told a packed Red Chamber…  

She had been convicted of defrauding the provincial government of a single penny – the difference in tax on a 40 cent ticket to sit downstairs, versus a 30 cent one for upstairs. Desmond paid a $20 fine, plus $6 for the theatre’s court costs. However, unknown to her then, Desmond’s courageous step later helped to eliminate segregation in Nova Scotia.

10.  MORE THAN 4,000 CITIES HAVE JOINED “MAYORS FOR PEACE”

July 1/10, Hiroshima: Mayors for Peace has announced that 4,037 member cities in 144 countries and regions have joined the campaign to eliminate nuclear weapons by 2020...In June, 72 new members were welcomed. There has been a systematic growth of membership as a result of coordinated efforts in Australia, Brazil, Canada, Greece, Italy, Japan, Spain, Sweden and the USA, while new efforts have developed in Ethiopia last month.
 
Mayors for Peace congratulated the US Conference of Mayors which unanimously adopted a groundbreaking resolution last month at the 78th annual USCM meeting in Oklahoma City. The organization, headed by Hiroshima’s Mayor Akiba, continues to grow at a record pace, with over one thousand cities having joined since August 2009.

11.  GLOBAL WIND POWER CONTINUES TO GROW

June/10 from the CCPA Monitor. Washington: Global wind power capacity increased by 38,343 megawatts to a total of 158,505 megawatts in 2009. Despite a widespread economic recession, new wind power capacity grew more than 31% in cumulative installations. Worldwide, wind power contributed 340 trillion kilowatt-hours to global electricity consumption last year.

The Asian market became the main driver behind the wind industry’s continued growth. China passed the United States to become the world’s largest wind turbine market, accounting for more than one-third of the world’s wind power installations last year. Both China and India have strong domestic wind turbine manufacturing industries. Between them, the two countries now serve 29% of the world market. --  Worldwatch Institute.

12. GOOD NEWS ANIMAL STORIES: TALE OF FOUR DOGS, TWO PIGS AND A FOX
 
July 10/10. Winterbach, Germany, from the Engleberg Express, via Muriel Valentien: Two dogs rushed up to two policemen, barking and wagging their tails, then led the cops to a new-born baby lying on the edge of the street. Two other dogs sat beside the baby keeping it warm. One of the policemen plans to adopt the infant, which was in good condition, thanks to the unusual services of the Canine Red Cross.
 
England has two new national heroes - not football stars but two fat pigs. They managed to run away and hide while on the way to the slaughterhouse and the butcher was unable to catch them.  The public followed the news for days, and when the news got out all England cheered! The pigs were caught at last but were put in a safe place, far from the butcher's knife.

A fox found an open lemonade bottle and smelled lemon juice. He put his head in as far as he could, then was unable to get it out again. Six policemen set him free and the fox ran away without a word of thanks and was never seen again.

13. TENNIS & CRICKET DRAMA: A MODERN-DAY ROMEO AND JULIET

March 31/10 from the Globe and Mail:  “It is one of the bitterest rivalries on the planet… But India and Pakistan are reeling from the news that two of their most feted celebrities have disregarded decades of cross-border enmity by announcing their engagement. It is difficult to fly between the two countries, let alone conduct a love affair across the divide. Yet, against the odds, Sania Mirza – a 23 year old tennis player who in 2009 became the first Indian woman to be seeded in a Grand Slam tennis tournament – has fallen for Shoaib Malik, Pakistani cricket captain.

“Reports said the couple, both Muslims, would celebrate with receptions in the Indian city of Hyderabad, where Ms. Mirza lives, and the Pakistani city of Lahore. … As soon as the betrothal was announced, message boards were buzzing with comments on this modern-day Romeo and Juliet. Many commentators in Mumbai said Ms. Mirza had brought shame on her country by marrying a Pakistani…. Ms. Mirza said she was delighted to be marrying Mr. Malik and insisted she will carry on playing tennis once she becomes his wife.” – Guardian News Service

14. MORE GOOD NEWS NETWORK ADDRESSES

May 18/10, St. Catharines, ON, from June Etta Chenard: “I liked the Great News Network best (from the previous issues); I also like these additional ones: http://www.happynews.com/;  http://optimistworld.com/News.aspx;  http://gimundo.com/.”

*            *            *            *            *            *
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