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Good news? But there’s been huge destruction of life in Haiti, brutal killings and atrocities in the Congo, rising tensions between China and the US and creeping militarism in much of the world. The Arctic ice is melting faster than predicted and more animals are on the endangered list, including humans…How can we talk of good news in such a global atmosphere? 

We can, and will, because it is the good news actions which create hope and which lead to solutions. It is the women of Haiti, the men and women working for justice and peace in Russia, the Congo, Sudan, Pakistan and here in the Americas, who call for abolishing the production and use of weapons, restoring the climate and defending human rights which eventually can turn the tide. This newsletter, then, is for them, and for all who support them.
1. HAITI WOMEN’S MICRO CREDIT PROGRAM AIDS
  MORE THAN 200,000 WOMEN
Feb 1/10. Women’s News Network. By Peggy Simpson, via Gianne Broughton:  Able to quickly reach a well-developed network of women throughout the country, an alternative banking system performs while the Haitian economy is in shambles.  A micro-credit banking system for more than 200,000 women in Haiti has come to the rescue of the Haitian economy in the wake of the devastating earthquake.

At a time when Haitian commercial banks remain closed, Fonkoze, the Haitian branch of the Grameen Bank of Bangladesh, mobilized over the weekend to get funds to its members in rural towns and Port-au-Prince. In one day in January Fonkoze brought in $2 million in cash from their US bank and distributed it by helicopters to regional offices in the most remote parts of the country. That got money flowing again. The cash came from Haitians working abroad who had sent funds to their relatives.

Fonkoze has been operating in Haiti for 15 years. Ninety-nine percent of its members are women. In the heavily damaged capital city, Fonkoze managers set up a makeshift office in the courtyard next to its damaged headquarters – as hundreds of Haitians lined up to get money due them. In addition to micro-lending programs, Fonkoze sponsors major literacy, health care and micro-insurance programs.  For more information: http://womennewsnetwork.net/2010/02/01haiti-microbank-890.

2. NORWEGIAN FOREIGN MINISTER SAYS “DISARMAMENT IS
EVERYBODY’S BUSINESS”

Feb 17/09 Abolition-l-bounces@list.web.net, via Bev Delong.

Oslo. Norwegian Foreign Minister Jonas Store, in a recent speech, said that “no country can escape the disarmament agenda, one of the truly global agendas that challenge us all. It is, in fact, everybody’s business”.
Here are more excerpts from his  speech: “Norway pursues disarmament in order to enhance international, national and individual security…in accordance with international humanitarian law and human rights. And we pursue a comprehensive disarmament agenda that makes sense from a political, military, humanitarian and economic perspective - in addition to the fundamental moral and ethical dimensions.
“Our policy platform policy is to work for a world free of nuclear weapons;   to promote further humanitarian disarmament, such as the Mine Ban Treaty, the Convention on Cluster Munitions and increasing efforts against armed violence. The good news is that for the first time in several years there is reason for optimism… with public awareness and support for disarmament on the rise.
“We never subscribed to the simple thesis that more weapons equals more security… And we cannot credibly expect others to renounce the nuclear option, while we maintain that nuclear deterrence is still vital to our own security, 20 years after the end of the Cold War”.

3. UN MARKS 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF TREATY ON ELIMINATING DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN

2nd Dec/09. United  Nations, NYC. Oisika Chakrabarti, UNIFEM Hqrs:

In Cameroon it was used to bring justice to village women suffering rape and other physical abuse from their husbands. In Morocco it sparked legal reforms hailed as “revolutionary” in their ability to reconcile universal human rights principles and that country’s Islamic heritage. And in India it enabled sexual harassment in the workplace to be outlawed.
These are just three of the myriad ways that the UN’s women’s human rights treaty has made its mark. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) turned 30 years old in December. Its impact as a force for change on women’s lives was discussed and celebrated in events all over the world.

The treaty remains the essential international tool for achieving women’s human rights. National action spurred by the CEDAW Treaty has been wide-ranging: new constitutional guarantees for women in Thailand; land-owning rights established for women in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, changes to the law of evidence benefiting women in the Solomon Islands, reproductive health rights established  in Colombia, a new Magna Carta for women’s equality enacted in the Philippines. Currently, 186 countries are bound by the provisions for the international women’s human rights treaty.
(For more details on these and other stories see: www.unifem.org/cedaw30)

4. ITALIAN VILLAGE WELCOMES GLOBAL REFUGEES 

Feb 9/10. Spiegel On Line. By Juliane von Mittelstadt, 

via Anne-Marie Zilliacus.

An Italian village is hoping to reverse its population decline by welcoming refugees from around the world. The immigrants get free room and board and are expected to work and learn Italian in return. The project is proving highly successful but the local Mafia aren’t happy.

Domenico Lucano, 51, is the mayor of Riaca, Italy. The village, with three churches, two patron saints, sheep grazing on the surrounding hillsides and tangerine trees growing in the valleys is like a corn on the sole of the foot of the Calabria region. Until recently, Riaca was rapidly becoming a ghost town… That was before the mayor decided to revive his village with immigration from Somalia, Eritrea, Afghanistan, Bosnia, Iraq and Lebanon.

It all began with a ship which arrived 12 years ago. Lucano, a teacher at the time, was driving along the coastal road when he saw a large group of people wading toward shore: 200 Kurdish refugees stranded on a beach… Lucano welcomed them into his village. Others followed, the flotsam of wars and poverty around the world. He decided to create a place where the refugees and local inhabitants could work and live side-by-side: a global village in the poorest corner of one of Italy’s poorest regions. He established an Association and called it the City of the Future.
5. DISARMAMENT ADVOCATE LAURA CHINCHILLA  CHOSEN NEW PRESIDENT OF COSTA RICA
Feb 10/10. Global Security Institute, New York:  Laura Chinchilla, a member of Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non Proliferation and  Disarmament, has become Costa Rica’s first female head of state. Costa Rica has taken a lead role in furthering disarmament for development and implementing the UN Secretary General’s five point plan for nuclear disarmament, a plan which supports disarmament negotiations by means of a nuclear weapons convention. The first model NWC was developed in Costa Rica.
6. NUCLEAR POWER LOSING ITS POWER WORLD WIDE

Jan, 10/10. Wien International, via Gordon Edwards: The world-wide renaissance of nuclear power that has so often been predicted will not take place in the next few decades. Nuclear energy will be on the decline till the year 2030, and will continue to decline in importance globally. This is the conclusion of the Swiss Prognos institute based in Basel. A German federal agency for radiation protection commissioned Prognos to carry out a survey on “the renaissance of nuclear energy”. The task was to provide a realistic estimate of the future development of nuclear energy worldwide.

Here is a brief summary of the most important results of the survey:
There will be no renaissance, with fewer nuclear reactors and 30% fewer nuclear power stations by 2030.  Nuclear energy, compared with other sources, will decline significantly in importance by 2030. There are plans for new plants in Poland, the UK, Italy, Finland, France: everything seems to have been prepared for the big renaissance. But only in theory. Many nuclear projects world-wide are already at a standstill. In view of the growing financial problems and political instability, only a third of the planned new projects will be realized world wide. And many projects considered certainties are about to be cancelled.

Contact: Prognos AG, Basel Henric Petri Strasse 9 CH-4010 Basel.

<info@prognos.com>
7. YOUTH DISARMAMENT CAMPAIGN SEEKS 10% OF GLOBAL ARMS COSTS FOR DEVELOPMENT GOALS
Nov 9/09. New York From Religions for Peace, via Gordon Breedyk.
The first youth-led global multi-religious campaign on disarmament, led by the Youth Network of Religions for Peace, the world’s largest and most representative global coalition, was inaugurated in San Jose, Costa Rica in November/09. The UN’s Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon and former President of Costa Rica, Oscar Arias, offered support for this historic initiative. More than 100 senior religious leaders of different faiths, youth and dignitaries committed themselves to the campaign. It calls for the redirection of 10 percent of all arms expenditures to achieve urgently-needed development as set forth in the UN Millennium Development Goals, to be achieved by 2015.
Ten percent of the world’s military spending (approximately 

$1.3 trillion) would add $130 billion to the hard-pressed MDGs.

The campaign was launched in partnership with the Arias Foundation for Peace and the University of Peace, based in San Jose.

8. ANTI-LAND MINE TREATY MAKES SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS,      BUT MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE
A Report from Mines Action Canada, via Robin Collins.
Since the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty entered into force ten years ago, significant progress has been made in eradicating anti personnel mines, but much more work remains, according to the Landmine Monitor Report 2009. 
Conflicts are no longer fought on battlefields, but where people live, work, learn and play. 
MAC continues to invest in the next generation of aspiring leaders by bringing together youth from around the world, to participate in the International Youth Learning Forum, which took place in Cartagena, Colombia in early December/09. Only Myanmar (Burma) and Russia used antipersonnel mines in 2008-2009. And just three countries have produced them in 2008: Myanmar (Burma), India and Pakistan.

For further information contact Mines Action Canada, 1 Nicholas St, 

Ste. 1502, Ottawa K1N 7B7. info@minesactioncanada.org
9. BOY IN MALAWI HARNESSES WIND
February/10 CCPA Monitor, Good News Page, via Elaine Hughes
Wimbe, Malawi. In this village, close to the equator, three windmills rattle in the breeze, producing enough electricity to provide indoor and outdoor lighting, and to pump water. The windmills are the legacy of a rickety prototype conceived and built by William Kamkwamba, a desperate teenager with big dreams. His ingenuity has changed the lives of his family and his village. The windmills have elevated William from starvation and obscurity to wealth and fame, and villagers all over the world are poised to assist and follow him.

His autobiography, co-written  with journalist Bryan Mealer, The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, has been lauded by Al Gore and other luminaries fighting for clean energy.  – The UK Guardian
10. BEES 1, BAYER 0 AS COURT BANS PESTICIDES
February/10. CCPA Monitor, Good News Page via Elaine Hughes.

New York. A pesticide that could be dangerously toxic to honey bees must be pulled from the shelves as a result of a suit filed by the Natural Resources Defence Council and the Xeres Society. In an order issued recently, a federal court in New York invalidated the EPA’s approval of the pesticide, spirotetramat, manufactured by BayerCropScience under the trade names Movento and Ultor.  
The court’s order, making future sales of the pesticide illegal in the US, “sends EPA and Bayer back to the drawing board to reconsider the potential harm to bees caused by this new pesticide” said NRDC senior attorney Aaron Colangelo. –www.BeeSafe.org

11. TWO JAPANESE DISARMAMENT INITIATIVES CHALLENGE AMERICAN MILITARY POLICIES
Jan 25/09 The Wall Street Journal. By Alison Tudor and Yuka Hayashi:

Tokyo. An opponent of a proposed US military base on the southern island of Okinawa won a closely fought mayoral election Sunday, putting the project in jeopardy and threatening to further strain bilateral relations between the two allies. The election, in the small rural town of Nago, was a de facto referendum on a plan by the US government to adjust American positioning in Okinawa, shifting resources away from a heavily populated areas of the island to a more rural portion. The successful mayor-elect, Susumu Inamine, said that “the election means that we will not allow construction of the new military camp.” The base issue has long divided the town of 60,000. A majority of its voters in a 1997 referendum rejected an airfield plan. Since then, three mayors favouring the facility have won elections.

Feb 19/10. PNND via Alyn Ware: PNND Japanese member Hideo Hiraoka and 203 other Japanese legislators have sent a letter to US President Obama with regard to the US Nuclear Posture Review and the forthcoming NPT Review Conference. The letter calls on the US to adopt as a first step that US nukes would only be used for deterrence against the threat or use of nuclear weapons from other nuclear-armed States. This would include assurances that nuclear weapons would not be threatened or used against non-nuclear States. Japan would not seek the road towards possession of nuclear weapons if the US were to adopt such a policy. On February 9, Japanese Prime Minister Hatoyama commented favourably in the Diet on Hiraoka’s initiative.  See also “Japan and NATO are ready for the US to Reduce NuclearWeapons, by Alyn Ware, Huffington Post.
12. AVAAZ: A CITIZENS MOVEMENT AND A VOICE FOR THE WORLD’S PEOPLE
Jan 7/10. AVAAZ, which means “Voice” in many languages, is a global citizens’ movement working to ensure that the views and values of the world’s people inform global decision-making. It receives no money from governments or corporations, and is staffed by a global team based in Ottawa, London, UK, Rio de Janeiro, New York, Buenos Aires and Geneva.
AVAAZ claims to have grown to become the largest global online citizens’ movement in history. It also claims to have four million members, taken 15 million actions, held 2,500 house parties, 3,000 flashmobs and 3,300 vigils for climate action around the world.  Millions of dollars/euros/yen have been donated to campaigns, democracy movements and humanitarian relief. It has sparked 200 campaigns conveying tens of millions of voices to leaders at critical moments.  Contact: http://www.avaaz.org/people_power_in_2010
*          *          *          *
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