Good news service #14: SEPT-OCT 2009
As in previous issues, this one finds hope and good news in diverse places: from the Nobel Committee in Norway, to classrooms in Ontario; from First Nations Chiefs in Alberta, to life in the Indonesian province of Aceh.  There is always good news out there: go help us find it, then send us what you find which will give us all hope for our common future.
1. OBAMA AWARDED NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 
Not only are liberals rejoicing and conservatives grumbling, as Gil Troy points out in the Toronto G&M, but questioning the decision, too, are some in the broad  peace movement itself. The Nobel Committee described Mr. Obama’s accomplishments this far: “Only very rarely has a person to the same extent as Obama captured the world’s attention and given its people hope for a better future.”  However, Lech Walesa, the 1983 peace prize winner, said to reporters in Warsaw: “Who, Obama? So fast? Too fast – he hasn’t had the time to do anything yet. For the time being, Obama’s just making proposals. But sometimes the Nobel Committee awards the prize to encourage responsible action”, he said. “Let’s give Obama a chance”. 

Hasn’t done anything yet? replies Douglas Roche.  “The doubters are wrong. Obama has already restored humanity’s hope for peace…What Obama has “done” is to raise our sights from the battlefield to respectful diplomacy as a route to peace….His actions are winding down the war in Iraq, re-starting nuclear disarmament negotiations with Russia, thawing relations with Cuba,  ordering the closing of the Guantanamo prison and ending the policy of torture. He went to Cairo to address the Muslim world and to the United Nations to chair an unprecedented summit of the Security Council aimed at eliminating nuclear weapons… His overture to Iran was spectacular… ‘Over many centuries your art, your music, literature and innovation have made the world a better and more beautiful place,’ he told them. He urged Iran to discuss ‘in mutual respect’ the gamut of issues that for three decades has cast Iran and the US on opposite sides of a gulf splitting the region…Obama, as he himself recognized in his post-Nobel remarks, cannot bring peace by himself. He needs tremendous international, as well as domestic, support…”  For those of us here in Canada, also striving for nuclear disarmament, the Nobel Committee has made the right choice. 

2. BALKAN RENAISSANCE: THE VANISHING POWDER KEG
Oct 10/09. Toronto Globe & Mail. By Misha Glenny:
“Enlargement of the European Union (EU) could (five years f rom now) make for a very happy 100th anniversary of an assassination”, writes Misha Glenny, a former BBC correspondent, remembering the assassination  in Sarajevo which triggered the First World War. “Unnoticed by most of the world, the entire Balkan region is steadily overcoming the trauma of full-scale warfare in an attempt to rid itself of its fearful reputation as Europe’s powder keg once and for all.
“The assumption that only bad news comes out of the Balkans has led politicians, editors and the public elsewhere in the world to overlook an extraordinary and positive transformation. Apart from a huge effort on the part of a new generation of politicians and civil servants inside the former Yugoslavia, this process has been driven by the remarkable influence the European Union can exert on neighbouring countries who resolve to apply for membership…
“But if you want to become a member of the EU, the deal means cleaning up your act. You have to allow competition; you have to introduce environmentally friendly policies; you have to pass extensive human rights legislation; and, especially important for the Balkans, you have to implement tough programs to combat corruption and organized crime….

The EU is notoriously bad at trumpeting its successes… But in less than five years’ time, Europe will commemorate the outbreak of the First World War, triggered of course by the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand  in Sarajevo, which resulted in the Balkans’ reputation as the powder keg of Europe… But now that George Papandreou  (Greek Prime Minister-elect) is back in power, there will be renewed impetus to think the unthinkable. Just imagine if Europeans were to welcome all the countries in former Yugoslavia on June 28, 2014, 100 years to the day of the Sarajevo assassination, Europe can boast that it has finally defused the powder keg. That would be a peace project to boast about.”
3. MOST OPPOSE NUCLEAR POWER IN SASKATCHEWAN 

Sept 15/09 CBC News: “The Future of Uranium public consultation report released Tuesday has thrown cold water on proposals to expand the nuclear industry in Saskatchewan.  The report from consultation chair Dan Perrins says most Saskatchewan people who attended meetings and sent letters to him during the summer do not want a nuclear power plant, a nuclear waste disposal facility, or any expansion of the nuclear industry.
Saskatchewan is a world leader in uranium production, but doesn’t refine the radioactive metal or have any nuclear power plants. Perrins, a former senior civil servant hired by the government to gather opinions on the Uranium Development Partnership, spent weeks listening to hundreds of Saskatchewan residents talk about uranium development and nuclear power.
“Overall, while there is some support for nuclear power generation, the overwhelming response to this public consultation was that nuclear power should not be a choice for Saskatchewan,’ Perrins writes in a 143 page report. The government said it will take a few weeks to formally respond to the report.

4. ALBERTA CHIEFS DISAPPROVE NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

May 2009. Alberta Sweetgrass, by Catherine McLaughlin:
“Bruce Power Alberta has given its nod to Whitemud over Lac Cardinal for the location of its proposed nuclear plant in the Peace country. Both locations fall within the territory of the Duncan First Nation and potentially affect lands and resources of other nations such as the Lubicon and downstream communities such as the Little Red River Cree Nation. The location that has been selected is 30 km north of the town of Peace River on the west bank of the Peace river.
“Our nation is not opposed to sustainable resource development. We attempt to work with governments, industry and our neighbours to understand the facts and potential risks of what is being proposed’ said Chief Don Testawich of Duncan’s First Nation. Testawich was one of 40 Alberta Assembly of treaty chiefs who met in Grande Prairie in 2007 and voted unanimously to oppose the plant when word first came out of the proposed construction.

Bruce Power Alberta officials met with the Duncan band chief and advisors in Edmonton in early March. Bruce Power Alberta plans to build up to four nuclear reactors that could produce 4,000 megawatts of electricity. A report recently released by the provincial government concludes that nuclear power is a safe energy alternative.  But that’s not good enough, said Testawich. Duncan members are concerned about cultural and socio-economic risks. He is calling for resources that will allow the band to ‘look seriously at all these issues in a non-biased way and reach our own conclusions.’”  
5. FIRST NATIONS FETED IN ONTARIO HIGH SCHOOL

7 Oct/09. Orillia. Nathan Taylor, Packet & Times, via Judy Gilbert:

“One Orillia high school is taking a cultural approach to the school board’s push for an increased focus on student achievement. Until Friday, Twin Lakes Secondary School is hosting First Nations Celebration Week. “We want to bring aboriginal culture and integrate it into our school culture in authentic ways”, said Tonia Shmordok, who, last year started the Full Circle committee, a collaboration of teachers. Doing it authentically means more than having students watch a ceremony or drumming session, she said. Aboriginal music is being played through the speakers between classes and students are being encouraged to substitute the English term ‘thank you’ with the Ojibwa ‘mligwetch’.
“Shmordok got the idea after teaching in New Zealand, where she saw how proud the indigenous Maori were and how integrated into the culture they are. “We’ve got a First Nation population here…and they’re not being recognized”, she said. “We should be moving in that direction.”
Today, Chippewas of Rama First Nation Chief Stinson Henry was scheduled to speak to an assembly of students about the headdress as a symbol of leadership. Even the lunch menu in the cafeteria has some new additions, including corn soup, Indian tacos and fried bologna.”
For more information: www.orilliapacket.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=2046460
6. PARLIAMENT TO VOTE ON BILL C-447 FOR A DEPARTMENT OF PEACE

Oct 12/09 From Bill Bhaneja, co-Chair, Dept. of Peace Initiative:
“There’s been a significant development in the Campaign for a Federal Department of Peace. Bill C-447, to Establish a Department of Peace, is now on the Order paper of the House of Commons. The Bill was tabled on Sept. 30th by NDP MP Bill Siksay and seconded by Liberal MP Jim Karygiannis.  

The Bill is based on the model development by the Canadian Department of Peace Initiative. It would establish a full, comprehensive department of peace as part of the infrastructure of the Canadian government, with its own

Minister, department and resources. It would seek to put peace at the centre of government, rather than on the corner of a desk of another minister or other public servants.
By 19th October, if more MPs can second the Bill it will strengthen the support for it across party lines to enable debate of the Bill in the House in the near future.  For all those who see the advantage of having such a Department on Parliament Hill, please ask your MP to sign up and second the Bill before the October 19th deadline.
Links: www2.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/Publication.aspx?
7. HUMAN RIGHTS ON THE INCREASE IN ACEH, INDONESIA

Sept/09. From PBI Presence, a publication of Peace Brigades International:
“In June 2008 PBI closed its sub-team in Aceh, where we had been present  since December 2000.. We say farewell, but not goodbye to a vibrant community engaged in promoting Participatory Peace Education (PPE). Through training originally offered by PBI, PPE engages participants to generate their own, and most appropriate, approaches to conflict situations in their daily lives and in their communities.

“The withdrawal of our team is a success story for PBI. Human rights defenders in Aceh told us that our services were no longer required because they felt the security situation had improved and that, in part because of PBI’s work, they now had the profile and skills to meet emerging challenges.

“PBI has produced a video documentary, ‘We are not alone,’ about our work and the human rights defenders in Aceh. If you are interested in purchasing a copy, contact us at info@pbicanada.ca.”
8. IAEA MEMBERS CALL FOR A NUCLEAR WEAPON FREE MIDDLE EAST
Sept 18/09 abolition-l-bounces@list.web.net on behalf of Bev Delong:

“The International Atomic Energy Agency General Assembly yesterday approved a nonbinding measure calling on all Middle Eastern States to abandon nuclear weapons and military nuclear ambitions, Reuters reported.

The resolution was approved by a vote of 100 to 1, with four states abstaining. Last year the assembly voted 82-0 with 13 abstentions. The change demonstrated growing support for a nuclear weapon free Middle East, according to the news agency.

Israel, the only Middle Eastern state presumed to possess a nuclear arsenal, indicated that it voted against the proposal because it includes language urging ‘all states in the region to accede’ to the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty. A nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East would remain an impractical goal as long as Israel faces hostility from some of its neighbours, Jerusalem contended.  The US commended the goal of a nuclear-weapon-free Middle East, but Washington declined to take part in the vote. There are now five nuclear-weapon-free zones, covering Latin America and the Caribbean, the South Pacific, Central Asia, Southeast Asia and Africa.

9. CLEANER AIR MEANS LONGER LIVES: NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF MEDICINE
June 2009. CCPA Monitor, from the Good News Page:
Boston.  Dramatic improvements in the US air quality over the last two decades have added 21 weeks to the life of the average American, researchers reported here recently.

Reducing fine particles given off by automobiles, diesel engines, steel mills and coal-fired power plants have added as much as 15% of the 2.72 years of extra longevity seen in the US since the early 1980s, the researchers wrote. A sharp reduction in tobacco use was the biggest reason Americans are living longer, said Arden Pope, an epidemiologist at Brigham Young University in Utah, who led the study. “But cleaner air was also a big factor.”
Daniel Krewski of the University of Ottawa said the study “provides direct  confirmation of the health benefits of mitigating air pollution and greatly strengthens the argument for air quality management.   --Reuters
10. SIX ALSO NOMINATED FOR THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
Oct. 12. Peace-l-bounces@list,web.net via Jan Slakov: The following were among the 200 candidates for this year’s Nobel peace prize:
1. Dr. Denis Mukwege, Bukavu,  DRCongo.  For a long time he was the only gynaecologist treating women with severe rape wounds in Congo. Has treated 21,000 women to date. He won the Olaf Palme Prize last year; also the  African of the Year and was given the UN human rights prize.
2. Dr. Sina Samar, Afghanistan.  The first Hazara woman to obtain a medical degree. She now dedicates her life to the rights of women and children. Is Chairwoman of the Afghan independent t Human Rights Commission and is also the UN’s Special Rapporteur on human rights in Sudan.

3. Ghazi bin Muhammed, a philosophy professor at Jordan University,  in 2005 brought promising scholars together for a ‘theological counterattack against terrorism’. He emphasizes the similarities between East and West.
4. Greg Mortensen, USA.  A mountaineer who fights Islamic extremism with education, his Central Asia Institute has built 84 schools in northern Pakistan and Afghanistan. A tireless advocate for building understanding and human relations with the Muslim world.

5. Piedad Cordoba, Colombia.  She heads Colombians for Peace, which tries to end the 45 year conflict between the government and the guerrilla group, FARC. She is known as ‘Colombia’s woman of peace”.
6. Wei Jingsheng, the “Father of Chinese democracy”. A former Red Guard, he became a committed democratic activist, took part in the  Democracy Wall movement and was jailed for 18 years. 

For more information: www.independent.co.uk/news/world/political/and-the-other-nobel-peace-prize-nominees-were- 1801350.html
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