PREAMBLE 

Take a look at the “Seven Wonders” in this issue; are they possible, or just another summer dream? Especially considering Einstein’s warning that

"Our world faces a crisis as yet unperceived by those possessing the power to make great decisions for good and evil. The unleashed power of the atom has changed everything save our modes of thinking, and thus we drift toward unparalleled catastrophe." — Albert Einstein
Good News service #13: July-August/09
Unlike previous issues of the Good News Service this one  features one long article that offers several reasons for optimism. If readers have any more like this, please send them to us.
1. A NEW KIND OF “SEVEN WONDERS” WE CAN CREATE 
Aug 2/09. Special to the Times Colonist, by Guy Dauncey via Gordon Ball:
The new century is only nine years old and already our prospects for the future can seem like a montage of hopelessness and despair. But enough already! The human spirit is perennially strong and our global immune system is fighting back by creating new thought forms to fight the virus of negativity. In previous centuries we replaced ignorance with  widespread literacy. We opened new horizons through science, technology and        exploration. We ended slavery, created democracy and over
threw fascism. We organized labour, liberated women and won civil rights for (many, if not) all. What might we achieve in this century? Here are seven possibilities…

1) First wonder: 100% renewable energy: solar, wind, geothermal, tidal, wave, hydropower and bioenergy offer us far more energy than we need, and will be available forever. No more wars over oil; no more air pollution and much less climate chaos.
2) Second wonder: A global economy that respects nature. A growing recognition that we can no longer treat Earth’s myriad ecosystems as “negative extremities” following the stupidities of mainstream economics.

3) Third wonder: The end of poverty. This will take a prolonged effort. But the creator of the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh has shown how micro-lending can lift the world’s poorest out of poverty. And Peru’s Hernando de Soto has demonstrated how granting legal title can enable them to turn their assets into liquid capital and participate with their enterprise. 
4) Fourth wonder: The end of war. This is not a fantasy. By removing oil from the equation of global conflict we remove the major cause of war. The second major cause – nationalism – is already dying, as more and more people find a solid identity as citizens of our shared planet.

5) Fifth wonder: The end of cruelty to animals… We already know from our love of pets that the bond with animals can be enormously strong. With persistence we can end the suffering we cause them.
6) Sixth wonder: World government. It is only the dying embers of national . pride that prevent us from embracing workable global treaties and a democratically elected global assembly. Future generations will wonder what the fuss was all about.

7) Seventh wonder:  One spirituality. Today, more and more people realize they can draw on the deep spirituality of any religion without embracing its fundamentalist trappings. Science itself is on the verge of a breakthrough to a unified field theory that will merge matter and consciousness.  We ourselves could be the eighth wonder of the 21st century, if we cooperate with others to realize the dream.

2. BRITISH PRIME MINISTER DELAYS WORK ON TRIDENT 
July 17/09. The Telegraph, by David Blair, via Pugwashforum, on behalf of Sandra Butcher: Gordon Brown has deferred the design work for replacing Britain’s Trident nuclear deterrent until after the next election. The first crucial decision required to build a new generation of nuclear submarines had been due this September. Although government officials insisted the government remains committed to the principle of replacing Trident, no more money will be spent or decisions taken until after the Review Conference of the Non Proliferation Treaty next May.
In practice, this event comes shortly before the last possible date for a general election. Experts say the Prime Minister has quietly abandoned the original timetable for replacing Trident. Officials said that Britain wants a world without nuclear weapons and, in principle, the decision to replace Trident will be reversed if other countries disarm.
3. COSTA RICA DECLARES A MINISTER OF PEACE
Aug 21/09. From Saul Arbess, Co-Chair, Canadian Department of Peace Initiative, via Bill Bhaneja [www.departmentofpeace.ca]:

On August 19, 2009, the Costa Rica Congress passed the Bill creating the Ministry of Justice and Peace and becomes the third country to have such a Minister. The others are Nepal and the small Pacific island nation of the Solomon Islands. The Nepalese Minister of Peace and Reconstruction will speak at the Summit and we anticipate that the New Costa Rica minister will also speak.

Congratulations are due to Rita Marie Johnson and her team at the Rasur Foundation, the principal NGO voice for the Minister of Peace, who worked for three years on this project. She has particularly noted that holding the Global Alliance Summit in Cost Rica accelerated and added impetus to the passing of this Bill. The Global Alliance has shown its ability to assist in moving forward our objective to create ministers of peace in all nations.
4. ADIEU TO NUCLEAR RECYCLING

July 8/09 Editorial in Nature Magazine, via Gordon Edwards:

SubHeading: President Barack Obama should be applauded for his decision to scrap commercial reprocessing.   On 29 June, the president quietly cancelled a lengthy environmental review that was the first step in allowing the resumption of commercial nuclear reprocessing in the United States.

Nuclear reprocessing chemically separates uranium and plutonium from spent nuclear fuel, to be reused in specialized reactors. The same technique can be used to purify material for nuclear weapons, and it is partly for that reason that the United States decided to halt reprocessing in the 1970s. Obama’s predecessor, George W. Bush, sought to reverse that decision. He thought that reprocessing could be part of a broader approach that would see used fuel from non nuclear weapon states brought to the United States for reprocessing. 
For further information: www.nature.com/nature/journal/v460/n7252/full/460152b.html 

5. HISTORIC KIMBERLY-CLARK & GREENPEACE AGREEMENT
TO CONSERVE CANADA’S BOREAL FOREST
August 5/09 via Greenpeace Canada (mail@ems02.com):
Greenpeace and Kimberly-Clark will make a joint announcement (today) that heralds the increased conservation of forests around the world. Kimberly-Clark, the world’s largest manufacturer of tissue products and maker of Kleenex, has agreed to a strengthened policy that will help ensure greater protection and sustainable management of Canada’s Boreal Forest.

It is North America’s largest old growth forest, a habitat for threatened wildlife and a sanctuary for more than one billion migratory birds.

At the news briefing, Greenpeace announced the end of its international “Kleercut” campaign that focused on the company and its brands. Greenpeace and its supporters world-wide have fought for nearly five years for this kind of success for our boreal forest. Now we have it. This has the potential to fundamentally shift the global forest products industry. “Today, ancient forests like the Boreal Forest have won”, said Richard Brooks, Greenpeace Canada Forest Campaign Coordinator, at today’s news conference. This achievement today belongs to the thousands of people who supported the campaign. It would not have been possible without this support.
6. 38 BOXES FILLED WITH POSTCARDS ON PARLIAMENT HILL

June 23/09 from Love St-Fleur of Development and Peace, via Jean Christie:
In a well-attended event held on May 12/09 on Parliament Hill, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE (D&P) delivered 38 boxes filled with postcards addressed to Prime Minister Harper and signed by more than 140,000 people, coast-to-coast across Canada. They called on the Canadian government to implement legal mechanisms to hold Canadian mining companies accountable for their actions abroad. This brings the total number of cards and letters delivered to Mr. Harper over the three year D&P Life Before Profit campaign to well over half a million (500,000+)!
*            *            *            *
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