Good News service #12:  June 2009
So many worrisome things have been happening recently, it is hard to focus on the good news: from the desperation of the people who live amid bloodshed in northern Sri Lanka, northern Congo and northern Pakistan; from the spread of swine flu to the nuclear explosions in North Korea; and from the suspect re-election of Ahmadinejad in Iran to the dangerous ill health of Aung San Suu Kyi and her millions of supporters in Burma.  
But there is good news, lots of it, and this month’s GNS mentions a few items which say so. So, do continue to send in items for future issues.
1. OBAMA’S WORD BREAKS ICE IN GENEVA ARMS TALKS

May 17/09, Geneva (AP), by Charles Hanley, via Bev Delong:

A single word from Barack Obama has put new life into the stale old disarmament talks in Geneva, where diplomats are hailing a “remarkable shift” by the Americans in favour of a treaty clamping down on the stuff of nuclear bombs.

 The US President’s word – “verifiable -  has set the 65 nation Conference on Disarmament on a possible course toward negotiating a treaty after years of deadlock, most recently because the Bush administration argued that a pact couldn’t be verified by inspections and monitoring.
Included in Obama’s speech in Prague was support for negotiating “a new treaty that verifiably ends the production of fissile materials intended for use in state nuclear weapons”. The world has a huge surplus of the exotic, man-made heavy metals known as fissile materials, whose chain-reacting atoms have been the core of nuclear bombs since Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Some material is under international oversight, but most is not, and questions are regularly raised about its security in so many far-flung places, especially when international terrorists are known to want to “go nuclear”. An expert panel estimates global fissile material stocks are enough for 160,000 bombs.
2. “START” TALKS MAKING PROGRESS, US OFFICIALS SAY

June 2/09 via Global Security Newswire: US-Russian arms control negotiations appeared to be advancing quickly enough to finalize an agreement by December to replace the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START), the Wall Street Journal reported.

Diplomats from Moscow and Washington are on schedule to present an outline of the new pact to US President Obama and Russian President Medvedev during the leaders’ planned summit next month in Moscow, according to White House officials.  The negotiations are helping to unite the international community around arms control goals and could ultimately serve to isolate Iran, North Korea and other nations carrying out nuclear activities.
3. RENEWABLES BEAT FOSSIL FUELS IN RACE FOR CASH
June 4//09, Globe & Mail’s Report on Business, by Terry Macalister:  Investment in clean technologies for power generation outpaced gas and coal for the first time in 2008, according to figures released by the United Nations. Wind, solar and other clean technologies attracted $140 billion in investment compared with $110 billion for gas and coal for electric power generation, with more than a third of the green cash destined for Europe.
“There have been many milestones reached in recent years, but this report suggests renewable energy has now reached a tipping point where it is as important – if not more important  in the global energy mix than fossil fuels,” said Achim Steiner, executive director of the UN’s Environment Program.

Wind, where the US is now the global leader, attracted the highest worldwide investment, $51.8 billion, followed by solar at $33.5 billion.

Biofuels were the next most popular investment, winning $16.9 billion. Europe is still the main centre for investment in green power, with $50 billion being pumped into projects across the continent.

4. EVANGELICALS JOIN NUCLEAR WEAPON ABOLITION MOVEMENT
May 6/09. Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, by Rev. Tyler Wigg-Stevenson, via Robin Collins:  “In the storied and steady history of faith-based opposition to nuclear weapons, mainstream US Evangelicals have been notably absent. Such has been our absence (yes, I’m one) that Michael Winters, blogging on the website of the Catholic magazine America, wrote last week of the new Two Futures Project. ‘Nothing in recent memory is stranger than the emerging alliance between a group of activist evangelicals and former Cold War statesmen in support of an effort to eliminate nuclear weapons’.  Last week we launched the Two Futures Project, a Christian movement led by a new generation of US Evangelicals – with the blessing of our older forebears - for the complete, multilateral abolition of nuclear weapons…”
5. TEENS TODAY: A HOPEFUL AND TOLERANT GENERATION

June 10/09. Toronto Star, by Carol Goar:   Reginald Bibby,  a University of Lethbridge sociologist, wrapped up two years of research on the attitudes, values and behaviour of Canada’s teens, just as the bottom fell out of the financial market. Here is a sample of Bibby’s findings:

* Today’s teens have more “close friends” than any previous generation but they can be continents away. The Internet has redefined friendship.

* They consider it wrong to park in a spot reserved for the disabled but have few qualms about talking on a cellphone while driving.

* They have a better relationship with their parents than any previous cohort but they are damaged by divorce. The majority of teens neither approve of it or accept it.

* And they are not nearly as sex-crazed as people think. Most teens engage in sex about as often as seniors. Fifty-six percent say they never engage in sex. Even allowing for the odd white lie, Bibby thinks the overall picture is positive. But he is having trouble convincing adults of that. Parents look ahead and wring their hands. Police refuse to believe that drug use is falling. Teachers wince when he suggests kids are staying in school longer. This “morbid negativism” puzzles Bibby. Canada has produced a generation of open-minded, confident, tech-savvy teens. If they are immune to economic gloom, that is the prerogative of youth, he says.
6. COUNTRIES DESTROYING CLUSTER BOMB STOCKPILES
May 29/09, Geneva, via Reuters Alertnet, by Jonathan Lynn:  Several of the 96 states that have so far signed a treaty to ban cluster bombs have started to destroy their stockpiles of the deadly weapons even before the treaty is ratified, an advocacy group says. Supporters of the ban on the munitions that have killed or maimed tens of thousands of people said they hope the United States, which remains outside the pact along with Russia, China and other powers, will shortly sign up.
“Only a few years ago the destruction of these stockpiled cluster munitions would have been unthinkable, but there has been a sea change of opinion against this weapon”, said Steve Goose of the NGO Human Rights Watch.

Goose said Spain had already completed the destruction of its stockpile, and Colombia was close to doing so. Canada and half a dozen European countries were also in the process. Campaigners for the ban were pleased that 35 former users, producers, stockpilers and exporters of the weapons, including Britain and France, have signed up. The treaty will come into force six months after it has been ratified by 30 countries.
7. FAO PRAISES VENEZUELA’S FOOD PROGRAM

 From the CCPA’s April/09 Good News Page. Merida, Venezuela: The representative of the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Francisco Arias Milla, praised the Venezuelan government’s investment in domestic food production and regional food security, saying it will strengthen its ability, and that of neighbouring countries, to withstand the worsening global food crisis.

Venezuela President Hugo Chavez has put food and farms at the centre of this ongoing socialist revolution, nationalizing a local branch of the US food giant Cargill, imposing output quotas on other food companies, and making nearly $2 billion in soft loans available to peasant farmers. “The FAO recognizes the efforts of the Venezuelan government to introduce policies and programs to confront the global economic crisis and the volatility of food prices, and at the same time to protect the food and national security of the Venezuelan people,” Arias said. – James Suggett, ABN

8.  NEW FARM LOANS LEGISLATION GOOD NEWS FOR AGRICULTURAL CO-OPS

May 16/09. from the Canadian Cooperative Assn, via Straight Goods.ca:

The federal government introduced legislation on May 4 that will guarantee as estimated $1 billion in credit over the next five years to Canadian farm families and eligible agricultural cooperatives, many of which are ineligible under the current loan guarantee program. Loans of up to $500,000 will be available to help new farmers and those taking over the family farm.

John Anderson, Director of Government Affairs for the CCA, said he was pleased with the changes to the loan program: “The new program will be particularly beneficial for agricultural cooperatives, many of which have both producer and community members,” he said.

9. RECENT STUDY SAYS OPTIMISTS LIVE LONGER 
April 2009, from the CCPA Monitor’s Good News Page. Chicago:
Optimists live longer, healthier lives than pessimists, according to a recent study by US researchers, that may give pessimists one more reason to grumble. Researchers at the University of Pittsburgh looked at rates of death and chronic health conditions among participants of the Women’s Health Initiative study, which has followed more than 100,000 women aged 50 and over since 1994.
Women who were optimistic – those who expect good rather than bad things to happen – were 14% less likely to die from any cause than pessimists, 30% less likely to die from heart disease and 23% less likely to die from cancer. Optimists were also less likely to smoke, have high blood pressure or diabetes.

10. FOUR FORMER NORWEGIAN PRIME MINISTERS JOIN THE CALL FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT
June 4/09. pugwashforum@lists.pugwash.org, via Sandy Butcher, London Pugwash:   Four former Prime Ministers of Norway, Odvar Nordli (Labour), Gro Harlem Brundtland (Labour), Kare Willoch (Conservative) and Kjell Magne Bondevik (Christian Democrat) and former Foreign Minister Thorvald Stoltenberg (Labour) took the entire front page of Oslo’s main daily newspaper to join increasing numbers of world leaders calling for nuclear disarmament.  “The goal must be a world where not only the weapons, but also the facilities that produce them, are eliminated. All fissile materials for military ends must be destroyed, and all nuclear activities must be subject to strict international control.
“The US and Russia…must take the first steps…All agreements must be balanced and verifiable and provide enhanced security at lower levels of arms…All types of nuclear weapons – including the tactical ones – must be included in the negotiations. We urge Russia, which has big arsenals of tactical weapons, to accept this... Establishment of missile shields should be avoided, for they stimulate rearmament…Ongoing missile defence plans and programmes should therefore be subordinated to the work of comprehensive nuclear disarmament.”

11. SURVEILLANCE OF PROTESTERS RULED ILLEGAL IN UK
May 21/09. Guardian.co.uk. by Matthew Taylor and Paul Lewis:
Police surveillance of a peaceful protester was ruled unlawful today in a decision that lawyers say will change the way demonstrations and protests are policed. Judges ruled that special surveillance units from the Metropolitan police had breached the human rights of Andrew Wood, an arms trade campaigner, when they photographed him and stored the pictures on a police database.

One judge said there were unresolved civil liberties questions about the way images were taken and retained in “the modern surveillance society”. Lord Justice Dyson  said there were “very serious human rights issues which arise when the state obtains and retains the images of persons who have committed no offence and are not suspected of having committed any offence”…Tonight, human rights lawyers said the ruling could force police to delete thousands of images of protesters stored on their database unless they have  grounds for suspecting them of criminal activity.

12. HUMANITY PLUS TECHNOLOGY EQUALS ONE MILLION ACTS OF GREEN
From Undated Broadsheet of “One Million Acts of Green”:

It all began with an idea that sparked to life in a downtown Toronto office and grew into a human network that stretched out across the country and spurred thousands of Canadians to perform more than 1.6 million good deeds for the environment.  One Million Acts of Green is a web-based campaign that lets individuals, organizations and even entire communities register and calculate the impact of their environmentally-friendly acts. It has proven to be an outstanding example of how the Internet can be used to make profound, positive changes on a massive scale. 

The campaign, which was launched last October in partnership with Cisco and the CBC, was an immediate hit with Canadians from coast to coast to coast. Since then, almost 50,000 members have signed up on the site.

<onemillionactsofgreen.com.
The campaign won the support of eight environmental organizations: Clean Air Foundation, David Suzuki Foundation, Earth Day Canada, Environmental Defence, Equiterre, Evergreen, Green Street (managed by the Canadian Teachers Federation) and The Climate Project – Canada.
The top 10 Acts of Green performed by Canadians and logged on the One Million Acts of Green website were: 1. Turn lights off when not in use;
2. Do laundry in cold water;  3. Drink tap water instead of bottled water; 

4. Replace an incandescent light bulb with a compact fluorescent bulb; 5. Replace plastic bags with reusable bags; 6. Open the curtains on winter days and close them at night; 7. Only run the dishwasher when it’s full; 

8. Recycling at home; 9. Use a refillable coffee cup; 10. Donate clothes and other used goods.
12a.  DOG RECYCLES 26,000 PLASTIC BOTTLES!

Pontnewydd, Wales, from May/09 of the Good News Page, compiled by Elaine Hughes:  A Labrador dog called Tubby has helped his owner recycle an estimated 26,000 plastic bottles over the past six years.

The dog picks up at least six discarded  bottles on his twice-daily walks before crushing them in his mouth. He then takes them home to his owner, Sandra Gilmore, who puts them out for recycling. She says that Tubby has got “a real nose” for the bottles and has been bringing them home since he was a puppy. “He’ll dig them out from anywhere and go under bushes and into brooks or lakes to fetch them”,     -- BBC News
                                            *     *     *     *
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